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ABOUT THE DEPARTMENT
Graduates receive a Bachelor of Arts (BA) in 
Political Science (PSC). A minor is also available. 
As an interdisciplinary major that operates 
through philosophical, historical, and 
behavioral lenses, PSC provides an 
understanding of how people attempt to 
deal with ordered relationships in institutions 
through the study of political organizations.  
Students might pair their PSC major with a 
minor in Sociology, Philosophy, Business and 
Economics, Peace and Social Justice Studies, or 
Law, Ethics, and Society, among others. 

OPPORTUNITIES & INTERNSHIPS
• PSC students have done internships and

gained practical experience with a vast
array of organizations outside the
classroom, including but not limited to:
Habitat for Humanity, activist groups, State
legislatures, the United Nations, NATO,
Southern Poverty Law Center, Shephard
Alliance, Mountain Association for
Community Economic Development, City
Managers office, the White House, as well
as local and national political campaigns.

• The Political Science department has
several awards and scholarships for majors
with excellent scholarly work. The C. Louis

      Smith Award is named after the former 
      political science professor and Dean of the  
      College (author of The Great Commitments  
      of Berea College). It is awarded each year to 
      the outstanding student in political science.   
      The Albert G Memorial Scholarship in Social 
      Studies is awarded annually for excellence 
      in the study of economics, business 
      administration, history, sociology, political  
     science and psychology. 
• Students might partake in extracurriculars 

such as the Political Science Association, 
Model African Union, Moot Court, or Berea’s 
Speech and Debate Team

CAREERS & OUTCOMES
Our liberal arts perspective and rigorous emphasis 
on analysis, writing, and speaking prepares 
students for careers in almost any area while being 
politically literate and good citizens. Berea Political 
Science graduates find employment or continue 
their studies in a wide variety of fields and 
occupations, including but not limited to:

• Policy Analysts
• Law
• Education
• Government service
• Journalism

“In four short years, the Berea College Political Science department oversaw and 
encouraged my intellectual development as I grew from an idealistic student to a 
researcher and scholar.” 

- Matt, Political Science Major

POLITICAL SCIENCE



“People with a liberal arts education are able to think and view 
the world from several different perspectives . . . This ability to 
understand and adapt is very valuable in today’s workplace.”

Edward B. Rust Jr.
Chairman and CEO, State Farm Insurance Companies

WHY IS A LIBERAL ARTS EDUCATION VALUABLE?
A liberal arts education at Berea College, combined with our work study 
program, equips students with highly employable skills like 
communication, problem-solving, and teamwork. Beyond offering a 
degree program, we help our students develop social responsibility and 
prepare them to successfully navigate diversity, change, and the complex 
demands of a modern work place.

80 percentage of employers who 
want colleges to emphasize 
critical thinking, analytic
reasoning, and oral and written 
communication.
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Berea College’s ranking as 
“Best Liberal Arts College” by 
Washington Monthly Magazine, 
2018.

percentage of employers who 
believe successful college 
graduates should have both 
liberal arts training and 
experience in the field.

90 percentage of Berea students 
who credit liberal arts and 
work study for developing their 
communication, critical think-
ing, & problem-solving skills.
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