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Night Falls on the 

Mountain

Now is that time of evening
When pink wisps shade
Unmoving clouds.
The half-moon hangs
Like an empty basket. 
A whippoorwill calls,
An owl murmurs.
The crow of the afternoon
Is silent, but the creek
Tumbles on. I can hear it, 
Faintly, like my mother’s
Voice. Now it is time
To go within,
Lower the shades,
Turn up the heat. 

Libby Falk Jones

Weatherford Award

For the past 50 years we’ve been celebrating novels, poetry, and 
nonfiction that best illuminate the challenges, personalities, and 
unique qualities of the Appalachian South. To commemorate 
this occasion we picked out our own personal favorites from this 
impressive list. 

50 Years of the Best Books in Appalachia

Chris Green: Unquiet Earth
"I have taught, learned from, and regularity refer to many 
of these books, but I will never forget the day I found 
myself weeping almost uncontrollably on the banks of the 
Ohio in Huntington, WV, as I finished this book before 
teaching it later that day." 

Christopher Miller: Appalachia on Our Mind
"This book set me on my Appalachian Studies journey 
realizing that regions are not just areas on a map or sections 
of earth; regions are social constructions with a geophysical 
root, different to different people and ever changing. 
Learning that made all the difference."

Rick Childers –Kinfolks: The Wilgus Stories
"For much of my life I've known that my experience in 
Appalachia was different than my parents and 
grandparents, for me Gurney Norman's "Kinfolks" felt like 
a glimpse into that part of my family that I was 
disconnected from.”

Heather Dent –Birds of Opulence
“I love this book because it addresses the mental illness 
within Black communities and Appalachia, a topic that 
often goes overlooked. Her story is compelling, and 
Wilkinson paints unforgettable scenes that impacted me 
deeply. 
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https://www.berea.edu/appalachian-center/awards/weatherford-award/past-weatherford-award-winners/
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Our friends at South Arts are celebrating the rich 

traditions of Central Appalachia with Folk & Traditional 
Arts Master Artist Fellowships of $12,000 each. These 

awards – open to lifelong tradition bearers in 

@ARC.gov counties across NC, KY, and TN – support 

continued learning, research, and dedication to craft for 

artists and practitioners who are preserving our sense 
of community. Applications are open through January 

29. Apply HERE!

Opportunity for Artists

During such times of political tension and unrest, the 
responsibility of rural journalists is more important than 
ever! See what Al Cross, director at the University of 
Kentucky’s Institute for Rural Journalism and Community 
Issues, has to say about it here.

Save the Date! 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.southarts.org/programs-conferences/these-mountains/folk-traditional-arts-master-artist-fellowships__;!!PRtDf9A!7oEuqQXSWWSDvKmeFDDBMUzevPZVcrdhIMpvTmtNy0nlMqCaBQ8yif4JLvjAnio3GEA$
https://dailyyonder.com/commentary-rural-journalists-and-the-insurrection/2021/01/11/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=01-12-2020&utm_medium=email&mc_cid=97a7e27451&mc_eid=16159972cd

