
“Black 
journalists 
have been 

covering these 
stories since 

the beginning 
of time. 

Racism is in 
the fabric of 

our country.”

~Alexis 

Johnson

Pittsburgh Journalist

The Gravy Infusion
News, activities, and doings from the Loyal Jones Appalachian Center

Main Sharing
Appalachian Black Journalists, 1843-2020

Last week Pittsburgh Post-Gazette reporter Alexis Johnson was banned 
from  covering George Floyd’s protests in the paper due to a tweet on 
her personal account which the paper claimed to show bias.  In 
response to her removal, people across the United States started 
showing support for Alexis and protesting on Twitter. 

In one interview Alexis said, “Black journalists have been covering 
these stories since the beginning of time.” Abolitionist and journalist 
Martin Delany, published the first African American newspaper west of 
the Allegheny Mountains, The Mystery in 1843 in Pittsburgh. He then 
went on to collaborate with Fredrick Douglas on the North Star out of 
Rochester, New York. 

In West Virginia during 1904, the McDowell Times was the leading 
African-American newspaper in the state. Creator and Editor M. T. 
Whittico was the driving force behind this newspaper and he kept it 
flourishing until his death in 1939. 

In 1907 Robert L. Van joined forces with the Pittsburgh Courier
helping it become a force for social change for blacks in America. It was 
the most influential African American newspaper in the country. 

Without journalists like Delaney, Whittico, Vann, and Johnson, our 
country would lack the crucial perspective of African Americans in 
America. Because of their courage and perseverance we are able to see 
history through a more accurate lens. 

We here at the Loyal Jones Appalachian Center stand with Alexis 
Johnson and other journalists of color who face the threat of being 
silenced. Their stories must be heard. 
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https://twitter.com/alexisjreports/status/1267081467731103749
https://newpittsburghcourier.com/2020/06/08/alexis-johnson-post-gazette-reporter-who-was-banned-from-covering-george-floyd-protests-speaks-out-video/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Delany#Pittsburgh
https://explorepahistory.com/hmarker.php?markerId=1-A-3EA
https://tile.loc.gov/storage-services/service/sgp/sgpbatches/batch_dlc_bluebell_ver02/data/sn84026365/00222418240/1847120301/0003.pdf
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn86092050/
https://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/1244
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Lee_Vann
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pittsburgh_Courier
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LJAC Social Media Presence

Practice Self-care and Go Outside

There is a lot going on in the world right now, and it is more 
important than ever to take care of your own mental, 
emotional and physical health. What better way to do this 
than to spend time outside in nature. Appalachia has no 
shortage of absolutely stunning outdoor destinations, but 
today we would like to share some of our favorites here in 
Eastern Kentucky that are not closed during this time. 

Anglin Falls (Rockcastle)

Big South Fork (McCreary)

Cumberland Falls (McCreary)

Lilly Mountain (Estill)

Maywoods with EKU (Madison)Photo by Heather Dent

Natural Bridge (Powell)

Pilot Knob (Powell)

Pinnacles (Madison)

Raven Run (Fayette)
Must register before hiking

You can learn more about Kentucky’s many 
nature preserves, wild rivers, and heritage 
lands by visiting the Kentucky Energy and 
Environment Cabinet’s Website . 

Ever since the COVID-19 outbreak our staff has 
worked diligently to increase our presence online and 
our followers are growing exponentially as a result. 

Our recent post on the protests in Appalachia is 
approaching 600 shares and people are beginning to 
notice our page and follow us which is exciting!  Be 
sure to read the comment too.

We make posts daily and encourage you to follow us as 
well by clicking here.

https://www.hikingproject.com/trail/7030442/anglin-falls-trail
https://eec.ky.gov/Nature-Preserves/Locations/Pages/Big-South-Fork-Wild-River.aspx
https://parks.ky.gov/corbin/parks/resort/cumberland-falls-state-resort-park
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/kentucky/lily-mountain-nature-preserve
https://naturalareas.eku.edu/maywoods-environmental-and-educational-laboratory
https://eec.ky.gov/Nature-Preserves/Locations/Pages/Natural-Bridge.aspx
https://eec.ky.gov/Nature-Preserves/Locations/Pages/Pilot-Knob.aspx
https://www.theoutbound.com/kentucky/hiking/hike-the-pinnacles-in-berea
https://ravenrun.org/
https://eec.ky.gov/Nature-Preserves/Locations/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/LJAppCtr/posts/3033757650036420
https://www.facebook.com/LJAppCtr/?epa=SEARCH_BOX

