[bookmark: _GoBack]WRITING SEMINAR II: IDENTITY AND DIVERSITY IN THE UNITED STATES
Annotated Course Guidelines

These are the official, faculty-approved guidelines for GSTR 210, with additional information on the course from the GSTR 210 coordinator and the Committee on General Education.

Catalog Description:
GSTR 210:  Writing Seminar II: Identity and Diversity in the United States
This course is designed to develop and build upon the reasoning, writing, research, and learning emphases of GSTR 110, while engaging all students on issues close to the historic mission of the College - race, gender, Appalachia, and class. Each section initially explores the story of Berea, including as it relates to the unifying themes of GSTR 210.  Each section of the course involves explicit, continuing attention to writing, reasoning, research, and reflective engagement with various texts, including instruction in the processes of producing a research paper. Offered Spring Term. Prerequisite:  GSTR 110.

Student Learning Outcomes:
Successful students will:
1. write competently at the college-level, using a multi-stage process approach to writing, including formation of a supportable, narrow topic, drafting, revision, and editing;
2. be proficient in properly documenting sources and recognizing and avoiding plagiarism; 
3. be adept at using a wide variety of sources for research and seeing how different types of source work together;
4. demonstrate thoughtful engagement with ideas, experiences, issues, and texts in various types of writing, including sustain an argument in a research paper;
5. be able to demonstrate enhanced oral communication skills; 
6. employ reasonably well basic critical thinking concepts describing, analyzing, and synthesizing materials;
7. understand issues related to race, gender, class and Appalachia in a national context. 

Expectations:
Each section of the course is to be designed in light of the student learning outcomes and must:
1. initially engage the story of Berea, including have students read at least three texts from a list of approved readings about Berea College;  
2. emphasize writing and research, including instruction in the process of research and writing, using and teaching the specified common text(s) on critical thinking and writing, and requiring some form of graded preliminary assignment to help lead up to the research paper (e.g., an outline, an annotated bibliography, a rough draft, or a research proposal);
3. require a research paper that is at least 10 pages in length, focused on some aspect(s) of one or more of the common course themes, that incorporates a wide variety of sources, constructs a clear argument with support from properly documented sources, counts at least 20% of the final course grade, and must earn a passing grade for a student to pass the course; 
4. require at least three other significant, graded writing assignments besides the research paper;  
5. require at least one graded and evaluated oral communication assignment (e.g., presentation of a paper, a debate, or many other types of assignment);  
6. include course readings that deal significantly with each of the four common themes (race, gender, Appalachia, and class) and are manageable while maintaining the course emphasis on writing and communication skills; 
7. use means of learning in addition to texts, such as film or art, in order to enhance students’ abilities to consider and critically analyze different media; 
8. use the Convocations program in some way.

Currently, all research papers are being collected at the end of the course for GSTR 210 assessment purposes. Only three documentation styles will be used in GSTR 210:  APA, Chicago, and MLA. Although the specific choice is at the discretion of the faculty, it was agreed to inform the students that: the majority of GSTR core courses will use MLA and they must adjust to the preference of a discipline and of a teacher. No consensus about the specific number and types of sources for the research paper. Faculty should demand that the students use a variety of sources, such as, primary, secondary, books, articles, etc. Internet sources are acceptable, but they should not be the primary or only source.

Suggestions for Each Course:
1. Syllabi should include at least a rough course outline and should include the requirement to pass the research paper in order to pass the course.
2. All sections should schedule a library meeting; the library staff will design a class meeting session that is tailored to your specific need for GSTR 210. Contact Angel R. Rivera, Coordinator of Information Literacy at angel_rivera@berea.edu or (859) 985-3372. See http://libraryguides.berea.edu/GSTR210 for additional resources.
3. The writing handbook changed fall 2015 to Easy Writer (2014) by Andrea A. Lunsford. This text is supported by Writers Help 2.0, an electronic resource.    
4. The GSTR 210 common reader is Identity and Diversity in the United States (2008). Instructors may choose additional texts if they wish.
5. Contact The Center for Transformative Learning (CTL) for Writing Resources (formerly Peer Consultation) to assist students individually or for presentations in your class. For specific concerns, contact Jennifer L. Marciniak, Coordinator for Writing Resources, at jennifer_marciniak@berea.edu or (859)-985-3233.
6. Sample syllabi and assignments are available on the GSTR 210 section of the Teaching Commons.  

Course Structure:
Each section of GSTR 210 initially explores the story of Berea, including as it relates to the unifying themes of GSTR 210 race, gender, Appalachia, and class in a national context. Faculty determine how best to develop in their own sections’ further study of the unifying theme of GSTR 210. Each section of the course involves explicit, continuing attention to writing, reasoning, research, and reflective engagement with various texts, including instruction in the processes of producing a research paper. Although each section may emphasize the approach of one field or discipline, each section employs multi-disciplinary approaches to issues and topics. All sections require and teach common texts for critical thinking and writing. GSTR 210 meets three hours per week, with the understanding that additional meetings come with required Convocations and other opportunities outside the formal classroom. 
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