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Ira Jay Martin, III joined the faculty of Berea College in 1944. 1  He held several academic degrees: 
the Bachelor of Philosophy (Ph.B.) degree from Brown University (1933); the Bachelor of Divinity 
(B.D.) degree from Andover-Newton School of Theology (1936); and the Doctor of Theology 
(Th.D.) degree from Boston University (1942).2 
 
Ira Martin received ordination as a Baptist.  Prior to accepting the academic position at Berea 
College, as an ordained Baptist minister, he had served several Baptist churches of the Northern 
Baptist Convention (NBC) (later, the NBC changed its name to “American Baptist 
Churches/U.S.A.”) in New England as pastor for close to one decade: Woolwich Baptist Church 
in Maine (1934–35); the Baptist Church in Littleton Common, Massachusetts (1936–41); and First 
Baptist Church in Athol, Massachusetts (1941–44). 
 
Martin joined the faculty of Berea College as Instructor of Philosophy and Religion in the then 
Lower Division of the College.  On the basis of his superior performance at the College and his 
extensive participation in the larger academy, Martin received regular promotions and academic 
recognition at the College: promotion from Instructor (1944–46) to Assistant Professor of 
Philosophy and Religion (1946–50); promotion from Assistant Professor to Associate Professor 
of Philosophy and Religion (1950–54); promotion from Associate Professor to Professor of 
Philosophy and Religion (1954–66); and, finally, appointment to a named professorship, one of 
only a few such professorships in the College at the time, the Henry Mixter Penniman 
Professorship of Philosophy and Bible, a chair that he held until his retirement (1966–77).3 
 
Ira Martin published several books and participated fully in the larger academic study of religions 
and spiritualities.  He regularly attended meetings of the national professional organizations to 
which he belonged, both delivering presentations and engaging in the governance of those 
organizations.  He served as Vice-President for the National Association of Biblical Instructors in 
1963.  Then, in 1964, after that organization expanded its scope, changed its name to “the 
American Academy of Religion,” and incorporated, Martin served as the first president of that 
influential national professional organization for studies of religions and spiritualities.4 
 
In 1937, Ira J. Martin had married Ethel Virginia Augenstein.5  Ethel held the Bachelor of Arts 
(B.A.) degree from Denison University and the Master of Religious Education (M.R.E.) degree 
from Andover Newton School of Theology.  Prior to their move to Berea College, Ethel worked 
alongside Ira in the churches where he had served as minister in New England.  She also 
participated extensively in professional organizations in the field of Christian education.  After 
moving to Berea, Ethel also held a position as Assistant to the Pastor at Union Church in Berea.6  
When Ira Martin retired from Berea College in 1977,7 in recognition of and appreciation for the 
service and many achievements of both Ira and Ethel Martin, friends, former colleagues, and other 
generous donors established the Ethel and Ira J. Martin Memorial Scholarship for Students 
Entering Christian Service.8 
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