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In 1895, Berea College hired Rev. Henry Mixter Penniman, an ordained minister of the
Congregationalist denomination. Rev. Penniman had applied and had interviewed for, had
received an offer of, and then accepted the position of “Assistant to the President,” William
Goodell Frost at the time, “to raise funds for [the institution].” Penniman’s appointment carried a
two-fold title: “Assistant to the President” and “Professor of Christian Evidences.” Rev. Penniman
assumed his duties at Berea College in the academic year of 1895-96.! He later also served as
Assistant to the President in Field Work for President William James Hutchins.> Although
Penniman retired from the College in 1922, he continued to serve as Assistant Emeritus to
President Wm. James Hutchins in Field Work for several additional years.?

Penniman’ family came from New England. His father was Dr. James Penniman. Penniman’s
mother, Ann Eliza Houghton, from Amherst, Massachusetts, gave birth to Henry Mixter Penniman
on 23 June 1851 in New Braintree, Massachusetts.* Henry had earned three academic degrees.
He took the B.A. degree from Brown University, graduating from there “with honors” in 1874.
He also held an M. A. degree from Brown University and an M.A. degree from Andover Newton
Theological Seminary.> Henry Mixter Penniman and Caroline Fobes married in Boston,
Massachusetts in 1873. The Pennimans had one surviving child, a daughter: Grace Allen
Penniman. After the death of Penniman’s first wife, he married Ms. Flora Hidden in August 1911,
who also subsequently preceded Henry in death on 4 January 1929.°



Prior to his work at Berea College, Penniman had served as a Congregationalist pastor in three
churches: First Parish Congregational Church in East Derry, New Hampshire (1884-89);
Tabernacle Congregational Church in Chicago, Illinois; and First Congregational Church in
Keokuk, Towa.” Although Penniman held an academic title at Berea College, “Professor of
Christian Evidences,”® he spent the vast majority of his time traveling, delivering sermons in
churches, as well as speaking with both individual potential donors and groups of people about the
character, distinctive mission, and needs of Berea College. Edward A. Parker, in a letter of
recommendation for Penniman to President Frost of Berea College, described Penniman as “a man
of energetic mind, transparent honesty, and earnest benevolence,” as well as both “careful in his
plans for doing good” and “resolute in his execution of [those plans].”

In his role as primary fundraiser for Berea College, Penniman met many people and made many
friends for the College, successfully and richly advancing the institutional mission. In 1932, in an
article about Penniman, the College stated that perhaps Penniman’s “most outstanding
achievement was winning for the College the loyal and lasting friendship of Mr. H. D. Woods of
Newton, Massachusetts.”'® Indeed, Penniman and Woods themselves developed a lasting
friendship. As a result of their friendship and the high esteem in which Woods held Penniman, in
1920, prior to Penniman’s retirement in 1922, Woods donated funds for an endowment to support
a named professorship in honor of Henry Mixter Penniman.'!

At Penniman’s funeral in 1937, William James Hutchins, then president of Berea College,
described Penniman as “the slave of Christ.”!> Walter George Muelder, an important North-
American theologian in his own right,'3 who began his own teaching career at Berea College and
later serving as Dean of the Boston University School of Theology (1945-1972), also spoke at
Penniman’s funeral. Muelder described Penniman as ““a great servant of education,” “brilliant as
a theologian,” but emphasized that, even more, Penniman “was a servant of his Christ and his
God,” “essentially a campaigner for his God.” Muelder concluded his eulogy with a wish that
genuinely demonstrated the high regard in which the larger College community held Penniman:
“... may his confidence in the Eternal be the consolation of those who remain to mourn his
passing.”!
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