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Julian Norris Hartt 
 
 

Introduction 
 

Julian Norris Hartt joined the faculty of Berea College in 1940, just after receiving his Ph.D. that 
same year.  He held the following academic degrees: the Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) degree (with 
Majors in philosophy and psychology) from Dakota Weslyan University (1932); the Bachelor of 



 

Divinity (B.D.) degree with honors from Garrett Biblical Institute (1937); the Master of Arts 
(M.A.) degree from Northwestern University (1938); and the Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) degree 
(concentrating in philosophy and theology) from Yale University Divinity School (1940).1 
 
Julian N. Hartt, born to Ms. Laura (Beals) and Rev. Albert Hartt on 13 June 1911 in Selby, South 
Dakota, completed high school in Dolan, South Dakota.  Like his father, Julian Hartt entered the 
ordained ministry of the then Methodist-Episcopal Church.  During the two final years of his 
collegiate education, he served Methodist-Episcopal Churches in southeastern South Dakota.  
After his graduation from Dakota Weslyan University in 1932, for two years, he served as minister 
of the Methodist-Episcopal Church in Harrisburg, South Dakota, before beginning his Bachelor of 
Divinity degree at Garrett Biblical Institute in 1934.2  While beginning his teaching career at Berea 
College, Hartt’s path also led him to Yale University Divinity School and finally to the University 
of Virginia as well. 

 
 

I.  Berea College 
 

Berea College initially employed Julian N. Hartt as Instructor in Philosophy and Bible to teach in 
the then Lower Division of the College.3  Hartt received his appointment to the teaching position 
that Walter George Muelder recently had vacated, when Muelder left Berea College to take a new 
teaching position at the University of Southern California in the academic year of 1940–41.4 
 
Hartt taught alongside several other notable colleagues in the Department of Philosophy and Bible, 
as the College designated the Department during those years: William Gordon Ross, Associate 
Professor of Philosophy and Bible, who taught courses in the then Upper Division of the College; 
Willis Williard Fisher, Associate Professor of Bible and English, who taught courses in the then 
Lower Division of the College; Walter Watson Sikes, Associate Professor of Philosophy and Bible, 
who taught courses also in the Lower Division; and Hattie Esther Stowe, Instructor in Bible and 
English, who taught courses also in the Lower Division of the College.5 
 
Although Julian Hartt retained the rank and title of Instructor in Philosophy and Bible in the Lower 
Division for two years of his appointment, in the summer of 1941, the name of the department 
changed from the Department of Philosophy and Bible to the Department of Philosophy and 
Religion.6  By the academic year of 1941–42, however, Julian Hartt began teaching courses in 
both major academic units of the College at that time: the College of Arts and Sciences; and the 
Secondary School and Below.  The College of Arts and Sciences identified the department’s 
courses of instruction as “Philosophy and Religion,” while the Secondary School and Below 
referred to the departmental curriculum in its academic unit as “Bible and the Christian Religion.”  
By that time, while Hartt’s rank remained the same, his title changed slightly to match the primary 
focus of his teaching: “Instructor of Philosophy and Religion,” however, still administratively 
retained within the Lower Division of the College.7  By the academic year of 1942–43, after only 
two years at the rank of “Instructor,” Hartt had received promotion to Associate Professor of 
Philosophy and Religion, nonetheless, still assigned to the administrative unit of the Lower 
Division.8 
 



 

Julian Hartt’s experience as minister and his education uniquely prepared him for academic 
teaching in the areas of philosophy, religions, and spirituality at Berea College.  For example, 
during his first academic year at Berea College, Hartt taught courses in both the area of 
“Philosophy” and the area of “Bible”: in the first instance, “Ethics”; and, in the second instance, 
“the History and Literature of the Hebrews.”9  During Hartt’s second academic year at Berea 
College, the range of his teaching began to focus more on courses in the area of “Philosophy,” as 
reflected in his teaching schedule for the academic year of 1941–42: “the History of Philosophy”; 
“American Thought”; “the History of Political and Social Philosophy”; “Psychology of Religion”; 
and “Philosophy of Religion.”10 

 
 

II.  Yale University and the University of Virginia 
 

When the academic year of 1942–43 concluded, Julian Hartt resigned from his position at Berea 
College to take a new teaching position as Assistant Professor of Systematic Theology in the 
Divinity School of Yale University.11  While Hartt taught initially in the Divinity School of Yale 
University, in 1963, he served as the founding Chairperson of the Department of Religious Studies 
in the University.12  Hartt achieved a distinguished career as teacher, administrator, scholar, and 
colleague during his tenure at Yale University.13  While at Yale University, Hartt held the Noah 
Porter Chair in Philosophical Theology.  In 1972, Hartt left Yale University to take a position in 
the Department of Religious Studies at the University of Virginia.  At the University of Virginia, 
Hartt held the William R. Kenan, Jr. Chair of Religious Studies, until his retirement in 1981.14 

 
 

Conclusion 
 

Even in retirement, Julian Hartt continued to write and teach.  Hartt returned to Berea College after 
he retired from the University of Virginia, accepting an appointment as an Eli Lilly Visiting 
Professor of Religion during the Fall Semester in the academic year of 1985–86.15  Hartt had 
received numerous awards and honors during his career for his various academic achievements, 
such as several honorary degrees: the D. Litt. degree from his alma mater, Dakota Wesleyan 
University (1961); the D.D. degree from Bucknell University (1973); and the D.D. degree from 
Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary (1983).16  Julian Hartt died on 29 November 2010, at 
99 years of age in Greenfield, Massachusetts, after a long and distinguished career of teaching and 
writing.17 
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